
The Midnight Huntress
Annotated Chapters



The Entire Captrix
Chronicles series
started with this

sentence prompt I
found on Pinterest one

day. The entire novel
was written without an

outline, so I figured
everything out from

here.

I believe on the first
draft she “cackled”

here to show her
teeth, but during

revisions I took that
out because it seemed

too cliche.

I can’t believe that the first book in the captrix Chronicles series is four years
old (in 2025)! I had no idea when I wrote this book what kind of journey I would end

up on, I was just proud I had something I wanted to share with the world. This
story is now turning into a four book series and has two spin off short stories

set in the same world. These characters occupy so much of my brain space since
we’ve been hanging out together for five years now! 

I will not lie, reading through these chapters felt cringy since I’ve grown so
much as a writer, but then I remember so many people love this book and

Atalanta’s story. I’m glad this is where it all began and hope you enjoy hearing
some of my journey writing this book in the annotations ahead. 

Happy Reading! - Shelby



I had to do research
here to figure out

when pennies were 100%
copper for this to

work. Today pennies
are actually 97.5% zinc

with a little bit of
copper. Atalanta’s
penny here has 95%
copper with 5% zinc.

The first person to
ever read The

Midnight Huntress
was my sister Melanie.

I wrote the first
chapter and sent it to
her basically saying

do you think this is
cool? Lucky for me

she told me it
sounded interesting
so I kept going. If you
love anything about

this novel, the
characters, etc,

thank Melanie!

Venefica inspo



This inspired adding
the rabbit wisp on the
cover. I specifically

asked my cover
designer to add it in as

an easter egg for
readers. You may not

know what it means
when you pick the book

up, but it’s a big deal!

One of my crest inspo

From the cover



The first name drop
ever! There’s a reason

why it took me this
long because i didn’t

know what atalanta’s
name was going to be,

but I knew I wanted it to
have special meaning. 

Artemis's Inspo

It still cracks me up
that even after

almost dying,
Atalanta is still

concerned about her
penny. Shows what

she truly values (and
it isn’t her life) LOL



Calling this a dog bite
is inspired by the dog

bite scar I have on the
underside of my wrist.

I got feedback from
early beta readers

who didn’t like the way
Atalanta describes

herself, but I decided
to keep it anyway

because it was
important to me that

she had teenage
insecurities.



I researched good
foods for iron

absorption and came
up with this combo. I

think it could be fun to
it bring back in book
four as a dinner for
atalanta to honor

artemis .

Artemis comes off
cold to Atalanta, but

I enjoy showing her
through different
perspectives. For

example, in
Bridgette’s story “A

Witch’s Love” I tried to
make Artemis come
off as soft, so she

would be a
kaleidoscope of a
character rather
than one sided like
how atalanta sees

her.



Even though they are
in the digital age, I like
the fact they keep all
their notes on paper.

The keeping of the
Captrix Encyclopedia

and handwriting notes
is inspired by the Tv

show charmed, book of
shadows.

Book of shadows



And spending time with
Bridgette if you read

“A witch’s Love”

A lot of
foreshadowing here. 

A major 
theme moment 

Grandfather inspo



I chose the California
because it’s one of the

farthest Atalanta
could imagine going but

also because I was
inspired by the song

“california” by chappell
roan. I was listening to

this and “pink pony club”
way early.

You can listen to this
song and others by
going to the official

The midnight
Huntress playlist on
the members area of

my website. Other
inspiring tracks

include:
-"bigcitydreams" by
never shout never

-"perfect" by simple
plan

-"mother" by Kacey
Musgraves

-"playing god" by
Paramore

-"all signs point to
Lauderdale" by a day

to remember



It still amazes me how
the flow of atalanta’s
life revolves around

sleep. Especially
coming off of finishing
THe risen Huntress and

drafting book four
where sleep stills

plays a major role.

The first appearance
of Atalanta’s captrix

intuition! I loved
writing the concept of
how your inner voice
can be used for good
since so many people
experience negative

self talk.



Mare Inspo

wHEN COMING UP WITH
THE CONCEPT FOR THE

MARE i WANTED TO
IMAGINE A SIREN WHO

HAS BEEN OVERTAKEN
BY HER POWERS, THEY
corrupt her. All of

the witch creatures
are born of this idea.

I had the story
question, “what if

witches were
corrupted by their

magic?” I leaned
towards the

elements because the
basis of anything is

earth, wind, and fire,
but I’ve continued to

expand witch
creatures from

there. Here’s a snip
of the different
creatures I’ve

created. 



Ignis INspo

I loved the idea of this
dagger since the

witches I wrote in the
beginning have metal
weaknesses. I wanted

their to be at least one
multipurpose weapon,

so things wouldn’t
constantly be switched

out.

Dagger Inspo



The sound of the
intuition’s voice

changes over the
course of the series
and becomes a major

conflict in book
three of the series.
Since finishing that
book, it interesting
to see how Atalanta
“voice” changes. To

give you a sneak
peek, she actually
has the ability to
control what the
voice sounds like,

but doesn’t find that
out until the end of

The Risen Huntress. :)



Since I’ve been asked, I
want to set the record

straight and say I
didn’t pick out
BeeBrush for a

particular reason. It
was the best street

name I got from a
random generator and

it felt right.

These are some mock up charcter art of Atalanta
and artemis I made back in 2021 using a DND

character generator. Not exactly right, but has
the vibes.



Beebrush Dr

One of the cottage
inspo pictures. This
is a french cottage

More inspo. I want
Bridgette’s house
to feel like a log

cabin crossed with
a cottage



Nope, that can’t happen
because if you go back to

who you were you will
continue to stasis = Death.

Stasis = Death means
initial state of being stuck

in a stagnant life that is
ultimately miserable or

unfulfilling (a writing
thing!)

Bridgette Inspo

I’ve actually built
Bridgette’s cottage

on the sims 4 and
furnished most of the
rooms to help me get
a view of what things

look like. It’s
actually a good tool
when coming up with

descriptions!

But I didn’t do this
until my author group

asked me to. I wish i
did it earlier!



This is the first time
Bridgette hears

Atalanta’s name. Even
though she was close
with Artemis, Artemis

kept Atalanta’s name a
secret. You can see

this is Bridgette’s
short stories.

Bridgette’s
character art

from the
generator



And magic ;)

I still wonder how much
things would be

different if Artemis
introduced Atalanta to

Bridgette earlier.
Would they have been
able to have a happily
ever after? Guess we

will never know!



One of the original
beta readers for TMH

loved this small
moment and said it

made the characters
feel more realistic. I
like it too because I

feel like lots of books
don’t even take

clothes into account.



I sound like a broken
record, but if you
want to know what

Bridgette was getting
up to while Atalanta
was asleep, read “A
witch’s Love”. If you
want to know how

Artemis & Bridgette
meet in the first

place and see them
go on a hunt

together, read “A
Witch’s Poison”. 



I love coming up with
all the things

Bridgette cooks. It one
of the ways she shows
love and after being

alone, she enjoys
having someone else

to cook for. This is
inspired by Kitchen

Witchcraft. 

If you’ve never heard
of kitchen

witchcraft, here is
the definition:

“Kitchen witchcraft,
or kitchen witchery,

is a practice that
infuses everyday

cooking and
household tasks with
magical intention and

spiritual
significance. It

focuses on using the
kitchen as a sacred

space for nurturing,
healing, and
manifesting

intentions through
food and domestic

magic.”



Some of the
original marketing
photos featuring

tilly



If I was told my entire
life witches were bad

and saw two kidnap my
mother and try to kill
me, I’m pretty sure this
would be my reaction
as well. I don’t blame

Atalanta for freaking
out.

Sometimes I wish I didn’t
lean into the

appearance as much,
but I wanted a way to

identify a Captrix for
Atalanta and also

have a way to
surround her with

different people until
she meets another

captrix.


